
Admissions Committee Protocol for Eldest Child, Child of the Family and Verification of 

Information. 

In Criterion 2 of Coleraine Grammar School’s Admissions Criteria for Year 8 in September 

2021, the phrases ‘child of the family’ and ‘eldest child of the family eligible to apply for 

admission to Coleraine Grammar School’ are used. 

The Admissions Criteria refer to Department of Education (DE) Circular No. 2016/15 

(Revised, issued 21/10/2020) for guidance on these terms, to include points 1 and 2 under 

‘Eldest Child’ on page 32 of the circular. 

Eldest Child 
When applications for Year 8 places are being considered, points 1 and 2 on page 32 of the 
DE Circular will be implemented as follows by the Admissions Committee of the Board of 
Governors. 
 
1. This criterion is defined as “children who, at the date of their application, are the eldest 

child of the family to be eligible to apply for admission to the school.” This wording 
covers “only” children and is also intended to treat twins (or other multiples) as joint 
eldest. 
 

2. The criterion will cover other circumstances where a family has not, in the opinion of the 

Admissions Committee, had the opportunity to have an elder child already and currently 

or previously enrolled, eg. in cases where a child is more than 7 years younger than their 

next sibling; cases where a family has moved residence; cases where an older sibling 

cannot attend mainstream school, for example attends a special school. 

Child of the Family 
When applications for Year 8 places are being considered, points 4 and 5 on page 33 of the 
DE Circular will be implemented as follows by the Admissions Committee of the Board of 
Governors. 
 
4. The phrase “child of the family” is a well- established concept of family law. To provide a 

definition from Article 2(2) of the Domestic Proceedings (NI) Order 1980: "child of the 
family" in relation to the parties to a marriage or parties living together in the same 
household means: 

• a child of both of them; and  
• any other child who has been treated by both of those parties as a “child of their family". 
 
5. The Department of Education has been advised that this definition of “child of the family” 

covers:  
• a child born to a married couple;  
• a child born to a co-habiting couple;  
• a child of either of those people by a previous marriage or relationship;  
• a child living with same sex partners whether there is a civil partnership under the Civil 

Partnership Act 2004 or not;  
• an adopted or fostered child;  
• a situation where for example an orphaned cousin is being brought up with a family.  



The child should be a child of the family as at the date of application since these complex 
living arrangements may change rapidly. 
 
Verification of Information 

1. If clarification is required on how an application meets any of the school’s admissions 
criteria, the Admissions Committee will seek clarity and supporting information following 
the closure of the online application process at 4pm on 16 March 2021.  
 

2. As stated in the Admissions Criteria, the Board of Governors reserves the right to require 
such supplementary evidence as it may determine to support or verify information on any 
Application Form/Transfer Form. This information may be requested from those whose 
applications have been successful on or shortly after Saturday 19th June 2021, when they 
have been notified of their allocation of a place at Coleraine Grammar School. The 
provision of false or incorrect information or the failure to provide verifying documents 
according to the required deadline may result in either the withdrawal of a place or the 
inability to offer a place.  
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